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Summary 


1.1.  (C)  In  the  early  morning  hours  of  Wednesday,  April  22,  there  was  an  apparent  attempt  on  the  life  of  Prime  Minister  Pakalitha  Mosisili,  wh 

Lesotho  security  forces  are  investigating  the  incident  and  are  releasing  very  little  information  at  this  time.  Post's  EAC  has  met  and  confirms 


Gunfights  across  Maseru 


12.  (C)  At  approximately  3:00  a.m..  Ambassador  Nolan  awoke  to  the  sound  of  heavy  gunfire  in  the  Prime  Minister's  residence,  whose  back  yard  1 

13.  (U)  At  3:45  a.m.,  gunfire  was  reported  at  Makoanyane  Military  Barracks,  on  the  northern  outskirts  of  Maseru.  The  same  vehicles  that  had 
of  town,  where  apparently  the  same  assailants  carjacked  a taxi-bus  and  abandoned  the  military  vehicle.  The  military  police  dispatched  a helicc 
one  survivor  was  taken  into  police  custody.  Police  have  also  taken  several  other  suspects  into  custody.  All  gunfire  ceased  at  approximately  £ 
ammunition,  have  been  found  abandoned  outside  Maseru. 

14 . (C)  Both  Deputy  Prime  Minister  Asao  Lehohla  and  Minister  of  Communications  (and  LCD  party  leader)  Mothethjoa  Metsing  have  confirmed  that 
they  did  not  indicate  his  current  location.  All  suspects  involved  in  these  incidents  were  wearing  military  uniforms;  however,  at  least  one  the 
member  of  the  LDF.  The  remaining  suspects'  relation  to  the  Lesotho  Defense  Forces  (LDF)  is  not  clear  at  this  time.  Police  report  that  the  one 
South  African. 


Post  Response 


15.  (C)  Post  convened  an  EAC  meeting  at  10:15  a.m.  to  discuss  our  security  posture  in  light  of  these  incidents.  RSO  reported  that  she  is  in 

There  is  no  indication  that  official  or  unofficial  Americans  are  targets.  Management  Officer  will  revise  and  circulate  post's  telephone  tree, 
appropriate . 


Comment 


16.  (C)  There  is  no  obvious  connection  between  these  events  and  today's  elections  in  South  Africa,  except  that  the  timing  makes 
Minister  since  the  1998  coup  attempt. 

17.  (U)  Rumors  are  now  flying  wildly  about  who  may  have  been  behind  this  attack  on  the  Prime  Minister,  with  some  implicating  the 
NOLAN 


it  more  like 
political  op 


